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Mark your calendars now for Sunday, 
September 28!  On that day, Archbishop 
Alex J. Brunett will preside at the formal 
blessing of the land and the ceremonial 
turning of the first soil that will officially 
start the construction process of the new 
Pope John Paul II High School -- a school 
born of dreams, enthusiasm and a sense of 
responsibility to the future. 

Everyone is invited to the event which 
will take place at 3:00 pm on the 42-acre 
Hogum Bay Road property in Lacey that the 
school and Archdiocese purchased in 
February.  A celebration will follow with an 
opportunity for guests to learn about Phase I 
of the site plan, gather admissions 
information, meet JPII founding principal 
Ron Edwards, faculty and staff, enjoy 
refreshments, and be the first to purchase 
Pope John Paul II High School logo wear. 

Groundbreaking Event Set for September 28 

JPII has selected its founding faculty and 
has two experienced educators now on staff. 

Therese Allin has taught all levels of 
high school math for 17 years in Centralia 
and Hoquiam.  She has served 15 years as a 
department chair and is a recognized expert 
in mathematics curriculum development.  “I 
am very excited to bring my expertise in 
instruction and curriculum to work with the 
students and faculty of this new high 
school,” says Allin. “My work will now be 
an expression and outpouring of my faith as 
I fully follow God’s call in my life.” 

Allen Farrand has been a medical 
researcher at Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center and the University of 
Washington, taught science at community 
colleges for 20 years, and for the last four 
years has taught science at North Thurston 
High School.  Farrand says he looks forward 

First Faculty hired for School 
 

  
Master planning for the school’s 

campus is in full swing under the direction 
of our lead architect, Trent Hart of 
AndersonBoone Architects.  The 
Archdiocesan Building Commission 
approved the master plan in June.  The 
school hopes to obtain needed approvals 
from the City of Lacey in August. 

Watch for more information and 
directions to the property in September. 

to working with parents and others to 
develop leaders for tomorrow who are 
grounded in a value system based upon our 
Lord’s teachings. 

“We are very impressed by their expertise, 
tremendous creativity, caring, and passion 
for the holistic formation of our students,” 
says Cecilia Brennan, Board Chair.  
Additional faculty will be hired next spring.    

 
Your update on Pope 
John Paul II High 
School 
 
Opening September 
2009 for freshmen and 
sophomores  
 
Location: Hogum Bay 
Rd and 31st Ave NE, 
Lacey, WA 
 
 
 
For more information, 

 
• Visit our Web site at: 

www.popejp2hs.org 
 
• E-mail us at: info@ 

popejp2hs.org  
 
• or call us at: 

(360) 438-7600 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
To provide a 
challenging academic, 
spiritual, and co-
curricular 
environment that will 
develop men and 
women who are 
intellectually strong, 
spiritually alive and 
committed to serving 
the needs of others.  

 

JPII to visit area Catholic schools 
Learn more about JPII when a team of 
school representatives visits your area 
Catholic school this fall. 
 

Sept. 2 – St. Joseph, Chehalis  
Sept. 9 – St. Mary, Aberdeen 
Sept. 11 – St. Francis Cabrini, Lakewood 
Sept. 23 – St. Michael, Olympia 
Oct. 2 – Holy Family, Lacey 
To be determined – Visitation, Tacoma 

Pope John Paul II High School 
Community Newsletter 

 

Map of site 



 

The JPII Board and many volunteers 
have continued the necessary work to 
open the school’s doors in September 
2009.  In the last months, the Board has:  
 Updated the school’s Mission and Vision 

statements. 

 Reviewed admissions criteria and the 
goals for students graduating from JPII. 

 Made plans to have the school accredited 
on its opening day through the Western 
Catholic Education Association  

 Approved the budget for 2008-2009 and 
established a budget sub-committee. 

 Adopted a donor recognition policy and 
determined management of designated 
endowment and scholarship monies.  

 Expanded the JPII Board of Directors.  
Rev. Jim Lee of St. Michael Parish and 
Kevin Ekar of Heritage Bank are new 
members of the board and Pat Sursely, as 

Progress Continues In All Areas for New School 

From the Principal: Ron Edwards 

Ron Edwards officially started as JPII High 
School’s Founding Principal on July 1.  Ron 
has 35 years of experience in Catholic 
education, the last 13 as Principal and CEO of 
Central Catholic High School in Portland. 

Why did you decide to commit yourself 
to leading a new Catholic high school? 

When life changing opportunities present 
themselves, it is imperative to take the 
time to discern His presence and what He 
is calling us to do.   

When asked why I accepted the offer to 
become the founding principal of Pope 
John Paul II High School, the easy and 
more pragmatic answer was: “It’s a great 
opportunity that fits my skill set and 
experience.”  But in the quiet process of 
discernment, the more difficult answer to 
understand was, it was the right thing to 
do in light of what I discerned I was being 
called to do. It was a call to commit to 

spreading the good news, making his 
Kingdom present to young adults so they 
might grow in their personal relationship 
with their God and, as a consequence, 
become intelligent courageous leaders 
committed to social justice.   

What are your top priorities right now? 

My first priority has been to begin 
establishing the faith-centered culture we 
want to permeate all that we do at JPII.  
Right now, the faculty and I are focusing 
on translating the school’s mission and 
vision into our “Graduate at Graduation” 
document, setting the curriculum (espec-
ially for the first two years), developing 
educational needs specifications for our 
first buildings, and generating all the 
documents associated with opening a 
school. We are working hard to make sure 
that the new school is what we say it is 
from the very first day it is open. 
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the Archbishop’s representative, and 
Bishop Joseph Tyson, Acting 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools, 
were accepted as ex-officio members. 

Pope John Paul II High 
School  
Board of Directors 
Cecilia M. Brennan 
Chair of the Board 

James A. Connolly 
President, Connolly Tacon & 
Meserve  

Dr. Bruce Cooper 
Cooper Dental Arts Center 

Kevin Ekar 
Senior Vice President, 
Heritage Bank 

Scott Euteneier 
Coldwell Banker Evergreen 
Olympic Realty, Inc. 

William M. Knight 
CPA, President of Strader 
Hallett & Co., P.S.  

Rev. James Lee 
Pastor, St. Michael Parish 

Dr. Kenneth J. Minnaert 
President Emeritus of South 
Puget Sound Community 
College 

Suzanne Muller 
Community Volunteer 

Dr. Jay Rudd 
Principal, Clarus Eye Center  

Dr. David Spangler 
Interim President of St. 
Martin’s University 

 

Ex-officio 

Pat Sursely 
Archbishop’s representative 

Bishop Joseph Tyson 
Acting Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools 

~~~~ 

Carol Cooper 
Corporate Secretary 

~~~~ 

Ron Edwards 
Principal/Chief Administrator 

J.T. Batstone 
Administrative Assistant 

Check the Pope John Paul II High School Web site regularly for updates 
www.popejp2hs.org 

Do you have a question you’d 
like answered?  E-mail us: 
info@popejp2hs.org 

Students, Community Help Create Logo 
JPII High School has a new look.  

This spring, a group of volunteers 
worked with JayRay, a Tacoma 
communications firm, to create a brand 
image and logo for the school.  The 
process involved surveying a wide range 
of people in the South Sound region, 
with specific input from middle school 
students on what is important to them in 
a school and the school’s image.  The 
logo, the most visual part of the group’s 
work, will be prominent on all of our 
ongoing communications.  It features the 
school colors (blue and gold), the 
school’s monogram (JPII) and a cross. 


